
Community campaign group oppose Argyll and Bute Council's proposed ban on the display 
of election posters on public property

On the 15th of January, members of Argyll and Bute Council's Environment, Development and 
Infrastructure Committee were presented with a report regarding election posters.  

The report proposed that the council adopt a ban on the display of any election materials on 
council property, including lampposts and other “street furniture”.  

Councillors were not given time to investigate this matter or explore alternative solutions.  The 
public were not given time to raise any objections.

Seven councillors voted in support of the proposed ban, while seven voted against.  Councillor 
Ellen Morton, who chairs the committee, used her casting vote in favour of the ban and the 
proposal will now go before the full Council meeting for ratification on Thursday 22nd January.  

We object to this policy and urge Argyll and Bute Councillors to vote against its introduction.  

Objections:

• It is unnecessary. 
The reason given for the proposed ban was that on occasion, posters are left up after the 
stipulated 14 day period post-election and have to be removed by the council, which costs 
money.  The report did not provide detail on how often this occurs, how many posters were 
left up or what the actual cost was to the council.

Our own research and communication with campaign agents has confirmed that the Yes 
campaign received only two complaints from the Council last year.  The SNP agent recalls 
only one complaint over several decades of activism, and the current Labour party agent 
does not recall receiving a single complaint from the Council regarding posters being left 
up.

Also, there is already legislation in place which deals with this issue.  Posters are required 
to carry information about their origin and the person responsible for taking them down.  If 
they are not removed 14 days after the election in question has taken place, the 
organisation/person responsible can be fined.

If there is a problem with the current legislation, a solution could easily be found without 
resorting to a blanket ban.  The Council has not attempted to work with those involved to 
find a solution.  

• It is anti-democratic.
The independence referendum excepted, voter turnout is very low, reflecting a 
disengagement with politics at all levels.  Posters on lampposts etc. are one of the few 
ways in which elections – particularly local and European elections – are made visible to 
the general public, raising awareness and familiarising the electorate with candidates.

The Electoral Commission has expressed concern at the number of Scottish councils which 
have introduced bans on election posters on public property and the negative impact this 
could have, raising the issue in 2003 and again in 2012.  

• It will put up campaign costs, discouraging people wishing to stand for election.
As well as low voter turnout, Scotland has very low numbers of people participating in local 
politics.  We should be looking to remove any barriers with discourage or prevent anyone 
from any walk of life from standing for election.



Displaying election posters on public property is one of the few free ways of advertising 
your candidacy to the general public.  If there is a ban on displaying posters on lampposts 
etc., candidates will be forced to pay for advertising.  This means only those candidates 
with financial backing will be able to contest elections at the highest level, placing further 
barriers to participation in politics.

• It's being rushed through – the Council are compromising the democratic process.
This issue was raised at the EDI Committee on the 15th, and will be concluded the full 
Council meeting on Thursday 22nd.  This does not give councillors adequate time to look 
into and discuss the matter, nor does it give the public time to raise any objections.

• It is not in the best interests of the wider community.
Election posters do not cause inconvenience or offence to the public.  On the contrary, they 
help raise awareness about elections, which is only to be encouraged in light of poor voter 
turnout.  The blanket ban is disproportionate given the level of perceived inconvenience, 
cost or offence election posters cause.

Currently, parties or candidates can choose to display posters or not.  However, some 
clearly fear being disadvantaged if they don't do this.  This policy will serve those parties 
and candidates who don't wish to go to the effort of displaying posters, and who wish to 
avoid any disadvantage by preventing anyone else from doing so, either.

Quotes:

Electoral Commission:

“We believe that the issue of use of street furniture for political party posters near the date 
of an election should be reviewed as it may encourage participation at elections. We will 
seek discussion in Scotland on this matter with councils, COSLA, the parties and the EMB.”
(Source: 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/150517/Scotland-
elections-report-May-2012.pdf)

Michael Russell MSP (Michael.Russell.msp@scottish.parliament.uk, Tel. 0131 348 5738 or 01369 
702011)

"The Referendum produced a new interest in politics across Scotland. It is astonishing that 
the two responses so far from Argyll & Bute Council have been to ban the saltire from its 
flagpoles and now to ban normal, properly regulated, time honoured public displays of 
election material.  I do hope this will be reconsidered as it is opposed across the political 
spectrum, by the public bodies that oversee elections and by those who have no political 
allegiance but who treasure the open exercise of democracy, like the people who have 
organised this grassroots campaign."

Mike MacKenzie MSP (Mike.MacKenzie.msp@scottish.parliament.uk, Tel. 0131 348 5057 or 
01631 571359)

“Apathy is the enemy of democracy and I would argue strongly in favour of election posters 
as their presence greatly assists in engaging the electorate as we approach elections. The 
UK has been characterised by increasingly low turnout in elections and the participation we 
saw on both sides during the Referendum was greatly to be welcomed.

I would suggest that our Councillors are playing petty politics when they ought to be 
focussing on the stark socio-economic challenges facing Argyll and Bute.”

Councillor Gordon Blair ((Gordon.Blair@argyll-bute.gov.uk, Tel. 01369 708636):
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“I was perturbed by the issues raised in this paper which does not quantify the extra costs 
incurred by the council as a result of inappropriate signage or non removal.  I have a good 
working relationship with the roads staff they knew who to contact.

I think the costs incurred and list of issues should have been appended to this paper in 
order to quantify the size of the problem.  I feel there is no need for this paper because 
there is no issue in real terms other than perhaps to suggest a slightly more rigorous 
monitoring of the named people responsible in each political party or group locally and as a 
default.”

Additional contacts:

Councillor Vivien Dance (Vivien.Dance@argyll-bute.gov.uk, Tel. 01436 831 995 or 01436 658780)

Long-standing SNP Argyll and Bute election agent, Ken MacColl (kenmaccoll@btinternet.com)

Yes Scotland Argyll and Bute referendum agent, Antony Harrison (harrisonaj@me.com)

Notes:

This campaign group was started after discussion at Grassroots, a new community café in Oban.
• Grassroots chair – Stacey Felgate (staceyfelgate@me.com)

Members of the Environment, Development and Infrastructure committee and their vote:

Proposed by - Ellen Morton (Lib Dem) – Helensburgh
Seconded by - David Kinniburgh (Con.) – Helensburgh

Against:

Iain S MacLean (SNP) – Oban North and Lorn

Iain Angus (SNP) – Oban South and the Isles

Anne Horn (SNP) – Kintyre 

Sandy Taylor (SNP) – Mid-Argyll

Richard Trail (SNP) - Helensburgh 

Vivien Dance (Ind) – Helensburgh

Bruce Marshall (Ind) - Cowal

For: 

Dick Walsh (Ind) – Dunoon

Elaine Robertson (Ind) – Oban North and Lorn

Alex McNaughton (Ind) – Cowal 

Donald MacMillan (Ind) – Mid-Argyll

Robert MacIntyre (Ind) – Lomond 

Alistair McDougall (Ind) -  Oban South and the Isles

• Article about the situation in Scotland:
http://www.theguardian.com/uk/scotland-blog/2012/sep/11/scotland-elections-lampposts
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• Article about the Argyll & Bute committee meeting on the 15th:
https://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/fp/news/highlands/459057/election-posters-could-be-
banned-in-argyll-and-bute/

• Report from the Electoral Commission:
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/150517/Scotland-
elections-report-May-2012.pdf
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