
RPWCDT AGM – AR Comments on Wind Farm Planning Application Withdrawal 
 
The Community Development Trust has made now made further comment, in addition to the two 
statements, both extensively reported in the Helensburgh Advertiser, which have blamed two of the 
landowners involved for the withdrawal of its Wind Farm Planning Application. Almost all of detail 
about the landowners in those statements was absolutely untrue. The Trust commented on the 
landowners’ acceptance of the agreement, but did not mention that they had agreed lease rates at very 
substantially less than standard commercial terms, as a major contribution towards local community 
benefit. In addition, the Trust did not report that it had changed its own position at the end of July, 
going back on previous agreements and understandings. 
 
The statements made no reference to the opposition to planning consent from the Council’s Planning 
Report, Scottish Natural Heritage and the National Park, or the uncertainty over Co-op Bank funding. 
The statements made no mention that the wind analysis, noted as a crucial issue in August 2012, was 
only shared with the landowners on 9 July 2013. The wind data indicated that energy output from the 
wind turbines might be as low as 4 MW per annum, rather than the 11.5 MW still identified in the 
planning application. This meant much lower community benefit, and a potential reduction in basic 
lease income of more than 60%. 
 
The Trust’s September Newsletter stated that the Trust had no option but to withdraw the planning 
application. In fact, the Trust could have opted to pursue the written proposal it had received from the 
landowners’ solicitor on 11 July that the landowners would sign up to Agreements concerning five 
turbines producing 11.5 MW output (the specification within the planning application). The solicitor 
suggested this would give the Trust the opportunity to explore options in the light of the new wind 
data, with all parties reviewing those figures. The Council had also confirmed that the Trust could 
pursue an option of revising the planning application at no extra cost up to 6 December 2013. Having 
received massive public funding, the Trust chose not to pursue the opportunities still available. 
I am making this statement with the aim of putting the record straight and  giving another side to the 
story, hoping the AGM could be an endpoint and things can move on positively for all concerned. 
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